
Townships are a product of Michigan’s early history. In 1815 when Michigan townships were 
surveyed, they were each 36 square miles. (Pittsfield today is 27.3 square miles.) Historians 
believe American township government was modeled after the English system of government. 
Settlers in New England developed small communities that delivered local services, while a 
county served as the administrative arm of government. When the Erie Canal opened, many 
New Yorkers migrated to Michigan and brought their form of government with them. 
(Michigan Township Association) 
 
There are two types of townships in Michigan—general law and charter townships. Charter 
township status is a special township classification created by the Michigan Legislature in 1947 
to provide additional powers and streamlined administration for governing a growing commu-
nity. A primary motivation for townships to adopt the charter form is to provide greater pro-
tection against annexation by a city. Currently, 140 Michigan townships have opted to become 
charter townships. (Michigan Township Association) 
 
Township government is conducted by a township board consisting of either five or seven 
members—a supervisor, clerk, treasurer, and two or four trustees. The number of trustees is 
determined by the desires of the township residents, and whether or not the township has a 
population of over 5,000, or 3,000 registered electors or is a charter township. The township 
board may also hire a manager, assessor, police or fire chief, superintendent, and other neces-
sary personnel to properly and efficiently operate the township. 
 
State law mandates three township functions: property assessment, tax collection and elections 
administration. In accordance with the wants and needs of their community, townships can 
also perform many other functions, such as planning and zoning, public safety, cemeteries, and 
parks and recreation. 
 
In the 1960s and 70s portions of Pittsfield were being annexed by the City of Ann Arbor and 
Saline. When the proposal was made for Pittsfield to be a charter township many residents 
were opposed, thinking the taxes would be raised.  In fact, if Pittsfield had been a charter 
township when Briarwood was built we would have had their tax base and support.  
 
Robert Lillie was the township supervisor from 1969 thru 1983.  He proposed Pittsfield be-
come a charter township. On August 4, 1972, the residents of Pittsfield Township voted to 
become a charter township, at which time, our community became known, as it is today, as 
"Pittsfield Charter Township."  The ballot proposal passed by 117 votes.  Two years prior the 
proposal had lost by the same number.  The approval gave the township increased bonding 
ability and lower interest; greater flexibility in problem solving; broader ordinance powers and 
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November 6th the society had its Fall open house.  The house was decorated in a Fall theme 
inside and out.  The program theme was Abraham Lincoln’s Thanksgiving Proclamation.  
The walls had Lincoln’s proclamation and letters sent home by soldiers.  There was also a 
display of Pittsfield Township Civil War soldiers and stories about each soldier.  We are 
pleased to have two original Civil War soldier photos, John Farnill and Joseph Reed. These 
were donated by Frank Ticknor who had received them from Mary Campbell. 

Al Smitley played Civil War tunes while guests toured the house. 

Guests were offered cider and cookies and dessert bread as they viewed the displays. 

We had special tour hours for the Pittsfield Ad-
ministration on October 16. They were sent 
invitations to tour the house before our open 
house to others.  It ws out opportunity to show-
case the changes inside we have completed. 

The Society has had open 
house tours from May thru 
October of 2022.  We  had a 
little over 100 guests.  Parks 
and Recreation put road signs 
in front of the house each 
third Sunday to attract guests.  
The signs were very helpful. 

Thank you to members for 
your docent hours at the Suth-
erland-Wilson house. 

the authority to levy up to five mills without voter approval. 
 
At the time the township officials all had other incomes and received township compensation of eight to ten thousand a year.  
After Pittsfield became a charter township they appointed a compensation committee.  The first thing the committee did was to 
study other communities and found out what officials were being paid.  They found the three elected officials were getting 
$25,000 and more.   The committee recommended an increase in pay to $23,000 for the supervisor.  With the recommenda-
tion the committee stipulated one official would always be at the township offices during the day.  They might have meetings 
out of town, but one elected official had to be present in the offices.  They didn’t want elected officials to only show up on 
Tuesday night for a board meeting and the hired employees doing everything the rest of the time. 
 
Today Pittsfield Charter Township has a Supervisor, Clerk, Treasurer, Departments of Assessing, Building Services, Human 
Resources, Community Development, Information and Technology, Municipal Services, Planning, Parks and Recreation, Pub-
lic Safety (Police and Fire), Utilities. 
 
 Pittsfield Charter Township Populations in 2020 was 39,147.    
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You can be a part of the program to restore the historic property by purchasing a commemorative brick. Place your commem-
orative brick on the farm paths where the Sutherland-Wilson family lived for six generations—from the time Langford Suther-
land purchased the land in 1832 until 2000 when the property was acquired by Pittsfield Township as a recreational and educa-
tional site. 

The Farmstead is significant because of its historic association with this early pioneering family, and because it preserves both 
the appearance and structures and construction methods employed as Washtenaw County was being settled. 

The Sutherland house is one of the best surviving examples in the county of a one-and-a-half New England cottage in the Greek 
Revival mode. The combination of Doric column and square columns on the front porch is an unusual characteristic of the 
house.  

Commemorative bricks will pave the ramp to the north-facing doors of the pre-Civil War Barn (LeClair Barn) and the handi-
capped ramp on the south side of the Sutherland house. 

Personalized bricks are great gift ideas for friends and family, anniversaries or other special memories. 

Choose your brick size: 

4” x 8” brick-- Up to 3 lines of 12 characters each.  (Spaces count as characters.) $100 

8” x 8” brick—Up to 6 lines of 12 characters each.  (Spaces count as characters.) $250 

12” x 12” brick—Up to 9 lines with 18 characters each. (Spaces count as characters.) $500 

Corporate logos 12” x 12” brick Please include camera ready logo. $1000 

You can order your commemorative brick by contacting Al Paas, (313)702-6247; email awpccp@comcast.net or 
download the order form from the Pittsfield Township Historical Society web site (www.pittsfieldhistory.org) and mail to 
P.O. Box 6013, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106 with your contribution. 

As a requirement for a grant writing class at Wayne State University, Theresa Tupacz, Pittsfield township resident, wrote a 
grant for the Pittsfield Historical Society to the Michigan Arts & Culture Council for some renovations at the Sutherland-Wilson 
Farmstead.   

The grant request was $44,925 for exterior restoration of two of the five out-buildings which are the Ice House and the Carriage 
House/Barn for a total project cost of $89,850. Total project cost excludes in-kind labor support.   

The historical significance of these structures is the Ice House was the original housing for the Sutherland family while they built 
the farmhouse, and the Carriage House was constructed using New England board and batten 
siding and, mortise and tenon joints.  The Ice House and Carriage House were the first two 
buildings on the Farmstead.  The exterior condition of the out-buildings has deteriorated signif-
icantly, requiring preservation to be implemented quickly to minimize the loss of historical 
wood siding and structural integrity.   

MACC awarded the Society a grant of $17,970 to Pittsfield Township Historical Society with a 

required match of $18,030.  With this amount, $36,000,  the Society would be able to reno-

vate one building, the Carriage House.  

COMMEMORATIVE BRICK PROGRAM 

PITTSFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY RECEIVES A MACC GRANT 
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Ann Arbor, MI 48106 

Cpl. John S. Farnill (Farnell) 
6th Michigan Cavalry Regiment 

 
John Farnill, age 18, and 3 friends enlisted in the 6th 

Michigan Cavalry Regiment on 1 September 1862. Prior to the 
Battle of Gettysburg on 2-4 July 1863, the 6th Cavalry Regi-
ment was joined with the 1st, 5th,  and 7th Michigan Cavalry 
Regiments to form a Michigan brigade, under command of 
young  George Armstrong Custer. 
 At Gettysburg, the brigade confronted the Confeder-
ate Cavalry of J.E.B. Stuart, which was attempting to inter-
dict the Union supply line and threaten the Union rear. De-
spite repeated assaults and vicious hand-to-hand combat, 
Stuart failed. During the engagement, John Farnill was felled 
from his horse and captured. He was imprisoned initially at 
Belle Isle Prison near Richmond, VA, and then transferred to 
the notorious Andersonville Prison in Georgia. Near death, 
he was exchanged, and died 27 December 1864 at Annapolis, 
MD, from privations of imprisonment.    
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